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When we look at the size of our school 
district with 67,000 students, it can seem 
impossible to make a difference. But when 
we bring together teachers, businesses, 
community volunteers, and district 
leadership, we have the ability to make a 
huge impact. Thanks to your support, The 
Foundation raised and distributed over 
$4 million to support Seminole County 
Public Schools. We provided innovative, 
hands-on learning opportunities to over 
10,000 students through our classroom 
grant program. We provided seed money 
to help start a new aviation program that 
will teach high school students how to be 
aviation mechanics and help them earn  the 
certification they need to start working in  
high wage, high demand jobs straight out of 
high school. 

Why We’re Here
None of this is possible without the 
partnership between our community 
and the school district. Every dollar 
raised, every hour volunteered, every 
pencil donated, added up to support 
for our students. Large corporate grants 
that helped refresh a renewable energy 
program. An individual donating $50 
for food and toiletries for a homeless 
student. A small business bringing their 
10 employees to fill backpacks with school 
supplies for children in need, so they can 
have new supplies to be successful in the 
classroom. 

Everyone can make a difference, one child 
at a time. Thank you for helping us make an 
impact in the lives of our students!



2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT 				                         3

$4 Million Raised 
by the Foundation
in the 2018-2019 year

$97,000 for Visual & Performing 
Arts distributed throughout Seminole 
County Public Schools

47 College 
Scholarships
provided to SCPS 
students

10,500 Students
Supported 
with innovative 
classroom projects 
in Literacy, STEM, 
and the Arts

$819,000
 in Grant 
Funding 
for SCPS

$1.7 Million
 in School Supplies

given to teachers

89% of Funds 
Raised directly 
support programs

Our Impact

Ending the cycle of poverty by providing low-
income, deserving students with support 
throughout high school and a two-year Florida 
Prepaid scholarship. 

Take Stock in Children - Seminole

92 Students 
supported by 
the program

100%
graduation 

rate

Ensuring all students have the supplies needed to 
be in school, ready to learn by providing classroom 
and students supplies through our free teacher 
store. 

Tools 4 Seminole Schools

2,857
teachers shopped

138 local 
organizations and 

individuals hosted 
supply drives to 

stock the store

241 Teachers 
supported at new 

teacher orientation
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Arts education is often overlooked; however, it can 
be vital in developing critical thinking skills and 
creativity needed in today’s world. For twenty-
three years, The Foundation for Seminole County 
Public Schools has raised money for visual and 
performing arts programs through the Arts Alive! 
in Seminole gala. This dinner-theater style gala 
not only raises funds, but also showcases student 
and employee performers at the event. Students 
have the opportunity to go through a real audition 
with judges from the art industry and receive 
feedback on their work. The top students go on 
to perform the night of the event, where they can 
show their school pride and put on a professional 
performance in front of over 300 business and 
school district leaders.   

Event sponsors and guests enjoy VIP treatment 
with signature cocktails, a gourmet dinner, 
exciting live and silent auction items, and of 
course, the highlight of the evening, student 
performances. Thanks to the support of our 
sponsors, this event has raised over $1.6 million 
since inception to support arts education in 
every public school throughout Seminole County. 

The funds support visual and performing arts 
programs such as district-wide chorus and band 
festivals, AP Art Supplies, Thespian Competitions, 
and the Leadership Seminole High School Video 
Contest. Research confirms that art experiences 
significantly impact academic and social 
development, and thanks to Arts Alive! we are able 
to offer SCPS students enhanced art education 
opportunities. 

$1.6 million
raised to support 

the Arts in Seminole 
County Schools

Providing arts 
education to every 
student.



      Art Grant. At Winter Springs High 
School, Grants for Great Ideas sponsored a 
project called ‘Passport through Art History.’ 
After receiving a $765.00 grant, Sherry 
Peters, the AP Art Teacher at Winter Springs, 
was able to make that project a reality. AP 
art students were able to research, create 
costumes, and become the embodiment of 
a famous artist. Students choose historical 
painters such as Frida Kahlo to famous fashion 
artists such as Coco Chanel. Then, the high 
school students traveled to elementary 

schools and set up an interactive art history experience where they created a studio based on their 
artist’s life. The elementary students rotated through the different “artist studios” to experience an 
interactive art history journey. “The goal of this project is to bring awareness to careers in the Fine Arts,” 
said Ms. Peters. 

      Literacy Grant. With a $412.04 grant, Lawton Chiles Middle School students in the Academic 
Intervention Program each received a book by the author Gordon Korman to read. In addition to reading 
the book, students conducted an author study of Gordon Korman by researching and learning about his 
style and biography. The goal was to increase students’ interest in reading and encourage research and 
investigatory skills.  

      Stem Grant. With a grant of 
$1,063.16, Carillon Elementary School 
teachers Christine Jamrok and Kyristi 
Zuccarini built the Carillon Life Lab: 
Hands-On STEM Outdoor Classroom. This 
project was complementary to the math 
and science curriculum. The Life Lab 
provided hands-on activities for students 
that were engaging and cross-curricular 
in nature. With a “Plant Petting Zoo,” 
students were able to explore life cycles 
and conduct experiments. The Life Lab 
is an investment that will continue to 
enhance student learning for years to 
come, and will be used for all grade 
levels within the school.   

Grants for Great Ideas provides up to 
$1,500 grants for classroom or school projects. 
Teachers can apply for a funding to support 
innovative classroom projects in the areas of 
STEM, Literacy, or the Arts. Below are three 
impactful grants from the 2018-2019 school 
year. 
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Dr. Walt Griffin, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Dr. Anna-Marie Cote, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent
of Equity & Excellence

Amy Pennock
School Board Member

District Leadership

Dr. Tina Calderone, Ed.D.
Chairman

Karen Almond
Vice-Chairman

Kristine Kraus
School Board Member

The Foundation for SCPS is Seminole 
County Public Schools’ direct 
support charity.  The Foundation 
serves as an equalizer to the district, 
supporting ALL students from all 
parts of the county.  The Foundation 
is instrumental in bringing resources 
to our schools, teachers and 
students.  I love that their work is 
aligned to the SCPS Strategic Plan.  
Together we make it happen for our 
students!

- Dr. Walt Griffin, Ed.D.
Superintendent, SCPS

“

“

Abby Sanchez
School Board Member
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Encouraging students to aim for the sky, 
Superintendent Walt Griffin and district 
leadership provided the opportunity for students 
to do just that. The district recognized the 
passion for aviation among students along with 
the great need for trained aviation professionals 
at the Orlando-Sanford Airport and Orlando 
International Airport. Responding to industry 
needs, the district implemented an Aviation 
Academy at Seminole High School as a Program of 
Emphasis, allowing state-of- the-art training to be 
available to all Seminole County Students. 

To support the new program, The Foundation 
worked with Lockheed Martin, who generously 
gave a $12,000 grant to help provide the best 
aviation experience and training to students. The 
Foundation leveraged that private donation to 
draw down an additional $11,000 in matching 
funds from the State of Florida. The Aviation 
Academy is equipped with tools, training 
materials, simulators, and an actual airplane, 
which students use to get a first-hand experience 
on how to maintain an aircraft. 11th Grade 
Student Victoria shares why this is important: “In 

life you don’t always know where you’re going 
until you find that one something. Aviation is 
that for me. This program opens up multiple 
opportunities and options for aviation careers. It 
challenges us and inspires us.”

The Aviation Academy offers students the 
opportunity to explore two different areas of 
focus in the world of flight: Aviation Maintenance 
and Avionics. The Aviation Maintenance track 
offers a series of courses that real mechanics are 
required to take in order to become certified. The 
Avionics track exposes students to the electronic 
systems and control systems aboard an aircraft. 
All the courses focus on providing students with 
high quality training to prepare them to take 
the FAA Ground School certification exam. For 
flexibility, the Aviation program is available either 
during the school day as an elective, or as an after 
school program for students.  
 
The Foundation is thrilled to create partnerships 
that allow our students to pursue the career of 
their dreams with the best training available. 

SUPPORTING SCPS INITIATIVES

Encouraging 
students to aim 
for the sky. 

Aviation Academy



Sharon Arroyo, Chair Elect
Director, Large Account 

Management Florida, Duke 
Energy

Suzanne Dusch, Immediate 
Past Chair

Vice President of Marketing, 
Addition Financial

Chris Brown, VP of 
Development

MEP Manager, Turner 
Construction

Tanya Easterling, Secretary
Regional Market Development 

Director, Florida Blue

Shivon Patel, VP of 
Governance

Attorney, The Principal 
Law Firm

Richard Read, VP of Finance
Chief Financial Officer, Central 

Florida Regional Hospital

Dede Schaffner, VP of 
Programs

Community Leader

Board Executive Committee

Board Members
John Ashworth, Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley
Greg Brannon, Director, AAA
Sharon Bryan, Chief of Youth Services, Seminole County Sheriff’s Office

Prasad Chittaluru, President, Epic Engineering

Darin Crafton, Executive Vice President, Wharton-Smith
Mike Lane, Owner, Michael Lane Agency - Farmers Insurance

Shane Larson, Investment Advisor, Financial Legacy Advisors

Brian Luc, Vice President, Pershing, LLC

Scott Macaione, Head of Advisory Service, WaterOak Advisors
Tiffany Pratt, Corporate Director of Human Resources, Orlando Health 

South Seminole

Beth Smith, Government and Education Manager, Cigna

Monica Tirpirneni, Adjunct Professor, Seminole State College

Tara Vizcarrondo, Marketing Manager, WELBRO Building Corp.

Lawrence Wissinger, Director, Scholastic Book Fairs
Mary Young, Chief Nursing Officer/VP, Advent Health

Ex Officio Members
Walt Griffin Ed.D., Superintendent, SCPS 
Katie Murphy, Board Member, Seminole County Council 

PTA
Amy Pennock, Board Member, SCPS 
Dan Smith, President, Seminole Education Association

Foundation Staff
Jean Vansmith, Executive Director
Beth Arigo, Take Stock in Children Program Supervisor
Beverly Bonilla-Flores, Take Stock in Children Program     
	 Supervisor
Roderick Henderson,  Business Manager
Missy Mercado, Communication and Event Specialist
Becky Miller, Tools 4 Seminole Schools Supervisor
Jody Sweeney, Tools 4 Seminole Schools Assistant
Tom Webb, Program Manager

As a product of Seminole County 
Public Schools and the son of a 
Seminole County teacher, I am 
honored to serve on the board 
for the Foundation for SCPS.  The 
Foundation supports our kids and 
teachers by filling the gaps that 
government funding doesn’t cover.  
The money raised and programs 
that are administered positively 
impacts everyone in Seminole 
County, and I am proud to help the 
Foundation to continue to make a 
difference.

- David Sprinkle, Chair
Foundation for SCPS

“

“

Foundation Leadership

David Sprinkle, Chair
Managing Partner

Veritas Recruiting Group, LLC
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2018 - 2019
Financial Snapshot

Percentage of Total Given By Constituency

86.2%

Endowment Fund Balances
Excellence in Education Endowment	  $1,646,023
Scholarships - Endowed		        $63,697
Dede Schaffner Arts Alive Endowment	        $5,500

Statement of Net Assets
ASSETS:
Current and Other Assets		   $4,041,694
Noncurrent Assets			    $1,162,544
Total Assets				     $5,204,238

LIABILITIES:
Accounts Payable and Other		        $84,123

NET POSITION 
Unrestricted:
Undesignated				        $549,725
Board Designated			       $127,478
Restricted:
Expendable				    $2,643,137
Non-expendable			   $1,799,775

TOTAL NET POSITION			   $5,120,115

Revenue and Support 	
Donated Teaching Supplies 
(Tools 4 Seminole Schools)

PROGRAM SUPPORT:	
Program Revenue and 
Contributions
Fiscal Agent Programs
Fundraising Events (Net)
Unrealized Gains from 
Scholarships
Invest Income (Loss)
Other Income

Total Revenues and Support

$1,642,445

$1,588,878
  
    $442,261
    $186,061
        $1,883
  
    $205,034
        $4,544

$4,071,106

$1,875,470

$1,572,933
   
    $443,786
    $175,716
        $5,881
   
    $236,479
        $2,790

$4,313,055

Expenses	     

2018-19     2017-18     

PROGRAM SERVICES:	

SUPPORT SERVICES:
Fundraising
General and Administrative

Total Expenses

Change in Net Position

$3,567,144

     $118,135
     $332,863

  $4,027,497

       $43,609

     $166,100
     $241,857

  $3,628,629

     $684,426

$3,220,672

Corporations / Foundations

5.4%
Individuals

8.4%
Civic / Community Organizations
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Career Champions ($100,000+)
XQ Institute

Graduate Summa Cum Laude ($50,000-$99,000)
School District Education Foundation Matching Grant Program
Secure Oviedo Schools, Inc
Take Stock In Children

Graduate Magna Cum Laude ($25,000-$49,000)
Addition Financial
Charter Communications 
Florida Blue Foundation 
Lockheed Martin
Seminole County Sheriff’s Office
The Duke Energy Foundation

Graduate  Cum Laude ($10,000-$24,999)
Christopher Scott
David Poff
Dede Schaffner
Drip Communications, LLC
Finastra
Heathrow Womens Club Charities
Homer N. Allen Charitable Trust
Insurance Office of America (IOA)
Karen Almond
Modern Plumbing Industries, Inc.
Orlando Health - South Seminole Hospital
Philip S. Harper Foundation

Graduate  ($5,000-$9,999)
Andrew & Dorothy Cochrane Foundation
CareNow Urgent Care
Central Florida Regional Hospital
Cigna
Crooms Academy of I.T.
Duke Energy
HCA Physician Service Group
HP, Inc.
Lennar Homes LLC
No One Left Behind Foundation
Oviedo Medical Center
Public Supermarkets Charities, Inc.
Scholastic Book Fairs
Sherril Bracco
United Data Technologies
Veritas Technologies

Robert White
SCPS Risk Management & Wellness Fund
Seminole County Board of County Commissioners
Seminole County Public Schools
State of Florida
The Ryan Foundation
Tina Calderone
Verizon
Wayne Densch Charitable Trust
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wharton-Smith, Inc.

We Thank Our Donors
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Principal’s List ($2,500-$4,999)
Agitech Solutions, Inc.
Allen & Company, Inc.
AmWINS Group, Inc.
Arey Jones Educational Solutions
Cafe Rio, Inc.
Charity Challenge
Clancy & Theys Construction Co.
Community Based Care of Central Florida, Inc.
D&A Construction Group, Inc.
Desmond Reilly
Dirk Miller
Gomez Construction
Katie Burris
KEMCO Industries, LLC
Mastro Subaru of Orlando
Matern Professional Engineering
Michael A. Mang
Michael Hylant
Moore Stephens Lovelace, PA
Motorola Solutions
NASCAR
Private Wealth Management at Heathrow
Rotary Club of Lake Mary, Inc.
Seminole County Tax Collector
Seminole Educational Clerical Association
Stan and Kim Van Gundy
TECC, Inc.
The Briar Team LLC
The Foundation for Seminole State College
The Miller Realty Group
True Health

University of Central Florida
VMG Construction
Walmart - Florida
WELBRO Building Corporation

Superintendent’s Circle
Karen Almond
Boyd and Heidi Karns
Brian Sackett
Dede Schaffner
Dr. Walt Griffin
Drew Jeter
Erin O’Donnell
Heath Ritenour
Jean and Aaron Vansmith
Michael and Lisa Mang
Molly Townsend
Monica Kiran Tipirneni
Patricia D’Alessandro
Patrick Buchanan
Paul & Paul Dawson
Richard Read
Serita Beamon
Sharon Arroyo
Suzanne Dusch
Tanya Easterling
Veritas Recruiting Group, LLC



FOUNDATIONSCPS.ORG | 400 EAST LAKE MARY BLVD., SANFORD, FL 32773 | 407.320.0180

MISSION
Raising and distributing funds and in-kind donations,

Fostering involvement in schools by business and the community,
Providing recognition and reward for outstanding contribution to,

and performance within, the school district.

JOIN US!
Join us in making a difference in the lives of Seminole 

County students.  To make a gift to the Foundation, visit 
www.foundationscps.org/donate/

or mail a check to the address below.  Call 407.320.0176 
to discuss a restricted gift, planned gift, or corporate 

matching gift. 

To improve student achievement in 
Seminole County Public Schools by:

http://www.foundationscps.org/donate/ 
https://www.facebook.com/FoundationSCPS
https://www.facebook.com/FoundationSCPS
https://twitter.com/SCPSFoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4440675/
https://www.facebook.com/FoundationSCPS

